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SUB J : KAUNDA VISIT TO MALAWI 

REF: A. BLANTYRE 594 B. BLANTYRE 592 

1. PRESIDENT KAUNDA OF ZAMBIA PAID WHIRLWIND ONE-DAY VISIT TO 
MALAWI MAY 6. ACCOMPANIED THROUGHOUT BY PRESIDENT BANDA, 

KAUNDA TOURED BLANTYE AND ZOMBA AREAS AND HELD DISCUSSIONS 
WITH BANDA AT STATE HOUSE, ZOMBA. KAUNDA MADE NO PUBLIC STATEMENT 
DURING VISIT. 

2. IMMEDIATELY AFTER DEPARTURE OF KAUNDA, PRESIDENT BANDA HELD 
INFORMAL PRESS CONFERENCE IN AIRPORT VIP LOUNGE. BANDA SAID 
KAUNDA'S TRIP HAD BEEN PURELY PRIVATE ONE, UNDERTAKEN AT 
KAUNDA'S INITIATIVE. TRIP HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN SCHEDULED 

FOR SEPTEMBER 1973 BUT BANDA'S PERSONAL SCHEDULE AND PARTY 
CONVENTION HAD FORCED POSTPONEMENT. BANDA SAID KAUNDA WAS 
IMPRESSED BY WHAT HE SAW IN MALAWI AND BY HAPPINESS AND 
PROSPERITY OF MALAWI PEOPLE. 
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3. BANDA SAID HE AND KAUNDA DISCUSSED "MANY TOPICS" INCLUDING 
TRADE AND TRANSPORTATION. BANDA DECLINED TO SAY WHAT OTHER 
SUBJECTS WERE COVERED, BUT STRESSED THAT HE AND KAUNDA HAD 
"NO DIFFERENCES" OF VIEW IN DISCUSSIONS. 

4. BANDA TOLD PRESS CONFERENCE THAT VISIT HAD PROVED TO 
PRESIDENT KAUNDA FALSEHOOD OF CLAIMS BY MALAWI DISSIDENTS 

IN ZAMBIA AND TANZANIA THAT BANDA RULED ONLY THROUGH OPPRESSION 
BY ARMY, POLICE AND YOUNG PIONEERS. ANYONE WHO STILL THROUGH 
PRESIDENT KAUNDA AND DR. NYERERE (SIC) STILL SUPPORTED ANTI- 
BANDA MALAWI DISSIDENTS WAS IN FOR A RUDE SHOCK. 

5. EMBASSY COMMENT: FROM BLANTYRE PERSPECTIVE BANDA APPEARS 
TO HAVE MADE CLEVER P.R. USE OF KAUNDA VISIT. VISIT WAS 
PRECEDED BY FRESH PUBLIC STATEMENT BY BANDA ON "CONTACT AND 
DIALOGUE" POLICY AND ROLE MALAWI PLAYED IN CONNECTION WITH 
DEVELOPMENTS IN PORTUGAL AND MOZAMBIQUE (REF B). THEN, IN 
STATEMENT AFTER KAUNDA DEPARTURE, BANDA DEPICTED ZAMBIAN 
PRESIDENT AS AGREEING WITH HIS POLICIES AND SUPPORTING HIM 

ON SUCH QUESTIONS AS MALAWI DISSIDENTS. WE CONTINUE TO 
BELIEVE REAL PURPOSE OF VISIT WAS TO DISCUSS EVENTS IN 
PORTUGAL AND IMPLICATIONS FOR MOZAMBIQUE. MALAWIANS, HOWEVER, 
ARE STILL CAREFULLY AVOIDING PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF WHAT, IF 
ANY, SPECIFICS ON THIS SUBJECT WERE COVERED. 
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